

ROBERT FROST / OLD STAGE COACH SCENIC BYWAY 

ANNUAL MEETING
Community Center, Atkinson
March 21, 2016, 7:00 PM

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome/Introductions

Chair Elizabeth Robidoux opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.  Those in attendance included:
Elizabeth Robidoux, Chair (Auburn)
Gwen Grotenhuis (Atkinson)

Linda Jette (Atkinson)

Jean Methot (Chester)

Rob Morris (Hampstead)
Julie Pike (Molly Reid DAR)

Marilyn Sullivan (Molly Reid DAR)

Scott Bogle (RPC)

Adam Hlasny (SNHPC)

David Pierce (Gen. John Stark Scenic Byway)

Donna Dunn (Dunbarton Garden Club)

Robert & Anna Clark (Atkinson RPC Rep)

Marie Finn (Atkinson Garden Club)

John Rockwell (Atkinson Historical Society)

Brenda Weber (Atkinson Garden Club)

2. Review of Minutes – January 11, 2016
Motion to approve January minutes made by Jean Methot, seconded by Rob Morris.  Motion carried unanimously.
3. Annual Meeting
· Rob Morris nominated Jean Methot as Chair of the Frost/Stagecoach Byway, seconded by Julie Pike.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Jean Methot nominated Rob Morris as Vice-Chair, seconded by Elizabeth Robidoux.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Elizabeth Robidoux nominated Adam Hlasny to continue as Secretary, seconded by Scott Bogle.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Jean Methot made a motion to approve the bylaws as written, seconded by Rob Morris.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Elizabeth mentioned that Linda Jette will join Gwen Grotenhuis as the second byway member from Atkinson through 2017.
4. Blooming Byways

· Donna Dunn of Dunbarton Garden Club gave a presentation on the town’s initiative to plant well over 100,000 daffodils.  Her presentation included many details as to how Dunbarton’s plantings expanded to the other three towns on the General John Stark Scenic Byway, and beyond.  She noted specific vendors and strategies, encouraging those present to initiate a similar program along the Robert Frost/Old Stage Coach Scenic Byway.  
5. Status Updates
· Elizabeth noted that she had talked with SNHPC Director David Preece regarding use of the Sustainable SNHPC Foundation as a pass-through for scenic byway funding, an arrangement of which the Stark Byway also takes advantage.  She presented a formal request letter to the group; other than changing the name of the Chair to Jean, the group approved using this letter as an official request.
· Rob summarized the status of website development: he has a friend who could get a basic site setup for around $500.  For a high-end, professional-looking site, the group should expect to pay in the $7,500-8,000 range.  After some discussion, it was agreed that the byway should start with a basic site, and based on feedback and the success of soliciting local donations, a fancier website could later be considered.

· There was some discussion about the Frost Byway logo; Elizabeth distributed a design from local artist Rosalind Hartley depicting a stone wall, birch tree, farmhouse, and road.  While the group liked the general design, there were several suggested edits:
· Due to the need for this logo to look good at 50 mph, as well as in low-resolution format such as on a letterhead, it was suggested that the house be removed.

· The stone wall should be taller.
· The tree design should be simplified, and some branches pruned back or removed.

· The purple background, while visually appealing, should be dropped in favor of a simple black and white color scheme.  The grass could remain green for a touch of color.

· “Byway” should become “Scenic Byway”

· The words “Robert” and “Frost” should be separated a bit.

· David Pierce summarized the signage process for the Stark Byway, from initial design to location selection, sign procurement, and installation.  NH DOT approved the list of installation locations, which enabled local DPWs (and in one case, David himself) to install the signage in Fall 2015.  Jean noted that there had been some difficulty getting NH DOT approval for this in the past.
6. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at the Old Meeting House in Hampstead on Monday, June 20, 2016.

Motion to adjourn by Jean Methot, seconded by Rob Morris.

Meeting stood adjourned at 8:38 pm
Respectfully submitted by Adam Hlasny, SNHPC

