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For immediate release: 

Derry Fire Department Does Collapse Shoring Training 

This week Derry Firefighters Mike Stanhope and Jim Hoffman are instructing crews on shoring 

techniques that are used during building collapses.  This program is part of Derry Fire’s regular technical rescue 

refresher training. 

 

Shoring is performed on buildings that have had a partial or total collapse. Shoring stabilizes the 

building allowing for rescue and removal of hazards.  Common causes of collapse in the Derry area have been 

trees on buildings, snow loading, and cars into buildings.  Derry Firefighters will also shore buildings that have 

been so damaged by fire, that they must first be shored and stabilized before fire investigators can complete their 

tasks. 

 

The Derry Fire Department targets its technical rescue training and equipment on the residential and 

commercial structures found throughout Southern New Hampshire.  Many members of the Derry Fire 

Department are certified in FEMA’s Rescue Systems I and Rescue Systems II programs.  Derry Fire Department 

has a heavy rescue box trailer that carries a large amount of carpentry hand and power tools, shoring jacks, pre-

made trench rescue shores, specialized Stanley Hydraulic concrete breaching and cutting tools, rebar cutters, exo-

thermic and oxy-acetylene torches, search cameras, Paratech air-shores and air bags, mud pumps, and nail guns.  

Also, the Derry Fire Department is able to deploy a lumber trailer that contains heavy duty plywood, 4 x 4’s and 

other larger dimensional lumber that is required to build collapse and trench rescue shores. 

 

Although collapse emergencies are rare, they are high-risk events that require crews to have regular 

training to maintain their skills so that they are able to operate safely during these emergencies.  During the 

subsequent months Derry Firefighters will be training on other collapse rescue skills including: advanced metal 

cutting, concrete coring and concrete breaching techniques, and confined space rescue. 

 

Photo Captions (photos courtesy of the Derry Fire Department): 

Please click on the link after each description to download the photo 

Photo #01:   Firefighter Mike Stanhope instructing crews on how to make a quick T-shore using a Resq-

Jack.  In the background is the training prop that Derry Firefighters recently constructed to 

practice joist, wall, and door/window shoring techniques. http://bit.ly/1BUYa4c  

 

Photo #02: Captain (and soon to be Battalion Chief) James Richardson and Firefighter/Paramedic Steve 

Auger constructing parts of a K-shore before it is moved into the training prop. 

http://bit.ly/1drojl3  

 

Photo #03: Firefighters Jim Hoffman and Mike Stanhope watch as Firefighter/Paramedic Steve Auger and 

Lieutenant Ryan Bump put the finishing touches on a K-Shore.  Note the quick T-Shore in the 

foreground.  T-Shores are used to buy time allowing for more substantial K-shores to be built. 

http://bit.ly/1G87HsB  
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