
 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY 

John J. Barthelmes, Commissioner 

 
Division of Fire Safety 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
J. William Degnan, State Fire Marshal 

 
Office: Incident Planning and Operations Center, 110 Smokey Bear Blvd, Concord, NH 

Mailing Address: 33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305 
603-223-4289, FAX 603-223-4294 

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 
ARSON HOTLINE 1-800-400-3526 

 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

DATE: July 17, 2015 

CONTACT: Chris Wyman, Fire Investigator 

Stacey Dubois, District Chief 

   

   

 

Derry Fatal Fire Investigation 

 

New Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. William Degnan, Derry Fire Chief Michael Gagnon, and 

Derry Police Chief Edward Garone, announce a fatal fire investigation at 157 Bypass 28, Apt. B, 

 in the town of Derry, NH. 

 

The Derry Fire Department was dispatched at 10:04PM last night to the above address for a 

structure fire with reports that occupants were still inside.  The fire was discovered and reported 

by another occupant in the unit.  Engine 3 from the English Range Road Station was the first to 

arrive on scene at 10:08PM.  Upon arrival, responding units observed a heavy smoke condition 

and located a fire in the area of the second floor bedroom.  The Derry Fire Department quickly 

extinguished the fire and discovered a deceased female occupant on the bedroom floor.   
 

The NH State Medical Examiner’s Office has identified the victim as 62-year-old Arlene M. 

Evans of Derry.  The cause of death was determined to be smoke inhalation and the manner of 

death was accidental. A male occupant was rescued from the first floor by Derry Fire and Police 

personnel. 

 

The fire is under investigation by members of the State Fire Marshal’s Office, The Derry Fire 

Department, and the Derry Police Department.  As a result of the Origin & Cause investigation, it 

was determined that the fire is accidental in nature and occurred as a result of smoking materials 

in close proximity to medical oxygen. Minimal fire damage was caused to the residence. 

 

Marshal Degnan would like to warn all citizens of the extreme dangers of smoking while using 

or in close proximity to medical oxygen.  Rapid fire development and increased intensity can 

occur, causing serious injury or death.  Smoking is the leading cause of burns, reported fires, 

deaths, and injuries involving home medical oxygen.  Please also take time to ensure you have 

working smoke alarms in your home and have a home fire escape plan.   

 

Any further inquiries can be directed to the NH State Fire Marshal’s Office – Bureau of 

Investigations, Investigator Chris Wyman, or District Chief Stacey Dubois at (603) 223-4289. 


