Is Your Child in the Right Car Seat?

How to know for sure:

REAR-FACING
CAR SEAT

Babies and toddlers
need to ride rear-
facing as long as
possible.

Keep children rear-facing until
they are at least two years old,
or until they reach their car
seat’s height or weight limits.
Convertible and 3-in-1 car seats
usually have higher height and
weight limits for rear-facing
(compared to infant-only seats)
s0 you can keep your child
rear-facing longer.
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Use a forward-facing
seat with a harness
when your child
outgrows the rear-

facing seat.

When you child outgrows the
rear-facing seat, he/she should
ride in a forward-facing seat
with a harness up to the highest
weight or height allowed in the
car seat instructions. Use the top
tether strap based on your car seat
and vehicle manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. The tether (and harness) limit

| your child’s movement in a crash. J

Children are ready
for a booster when:

¢ They reach the limits for the
forward-facing car seat with
a harness, or

* Their shoulders grow above the
car seat top harness slot, or

* Their ears are at the top of
their car seat.

Boosters help keep the seat belts

in the safest position. The lap belt

stays low, touching the tops of the

legs. The shoulder belt is centered

on the shoulder and chest, so

children don’t put it behind their

backs or under their arms.
\

SEAT BELT

Is your child ready

to ride on the seat?

* Can your child sit with his hips
against the back of the seat?

* Do her knees bend comfort-
ably at the edge of the seat?

¢ Does the belt cross the center
of your child’s shoulder and is
the lap belt low, touching the
tops of your child’s legs?

¢ Can your child sit like this the
entire trip?

If you answered “no” to any
of these questions, your child
needs to keep using a booster.
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The back seat is the safest place. Children should
ride in the back seat until they are 13 years old.

Attend a car seat checkup to be sure your child is
in the right seat and the seat is installed correctly.

Always check your vehicle and car seat manufacturers’
instructions to be sure your child’s car seat is installed
and used correctly.

Seat belts do not usually fit until children
are 4’9" tall and between 8-12 years old.
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FREE CAR SEAT INSTALLATIONS / INSPECTIONS @ Derry PD!

The Derry Police Department offers FREE car seat installations and inspections by a certified child
passenger safety technician. These services are available by appointment Monday through Friday
between 7:30 am and 2:30 pm depending on the Officer's availability.

Contact Officer Erin Sullivan at erinsullivan@derrynh.org or 603.845.5664 to set up an Appointment!




