Facilities and Recreation Department
Cemetery Division

A Pictorial Essay and Guide
to the inner workings of the
Forest Hill Cemetery
Derry, New Hampshire



Welcome to Forest Hill Cemetery. The Cemetery is
owned and operated by the Town of Derry, New
Hampshire. The Derry Town Council servesastrustees
of this 35-acre cemetery.



Asoneentersthe gates of Forest Hill, they can find

themselves passing through time. Thefirst sectionswe

pass have graves that date back to 1729.
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Aswe head toward the newer sections, wetravel

through decades of history. Thereare over 10,000
people buried here.
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Maintaining the cemetery landscapeisadaily job. Over
the past few years, cemetery authority has not enfor ced
therulesand regulations. There hasnot been a board of
trusteesto review the policies. Theresult hasadded
additional maintenance work for the cemetery crew.
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These gravesitesare single lotsin our newest section. It
isvery difficult to maintain thisarea dueto thelack of
space between lots and per sonal memento



The cemetery has earned the reputation of being one of
the best cared for sitesin the state. Credit goesto those
town employees who maintain and oper ate Forest Hill.
Mowersarelined up for the start of the day’sgrass
cutting.



This garage bay isthe cemetery maintenance area. The
Staff does all their own maintenance on the equipment
saving thetown major expense. Note the jackhammer
compressor in the background. Thisisused to break up
frost in the ground for winter burials.



Thisisthe body storage room. These casketsare
awaiting spring burials and will be moved to other
cemeteries when opened. Forest Hill isone of the few
that bury during thewinter. All the caskets stored here
are non-residents.



This photo shows an average grave size, 10 feet by four
feet (Notetheround disc). Thisisa corner marker and
they arelocated on all sides. In the older cemetery
sections, bricks were placed in the ground.
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All of thelots sold areten feet by four feet. Family lots
loose a foot and measure four feet by ninefeet. The
grave itself measureseight feet by threefeet, three
inches. The doorframe pictured isthe matrix used to
measur e the gravesite. Larger burial vaults can limit
the distance from the graveto thelot line by asmuch as
four inches.

11



Thisisan example of a doublelot, 18 feet by 8 feet. Note
the matrix ison half thelot illustrating one grave. Also
notethat if wewereto bury someone at thissite, the
flowerbed would be distur bed.
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Thisphoto illustratesthe lack of space from thelot line
to the actual grave. Thereisabout four inchesfrom the
gravetothelot line.
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We specify that all monuments are not to exceed 3 feet 6
inchesin height, including the base. The length of the
gpace varieson lot size. Unfortunately, we have never
specified the width of the base. Thishas created
problemswhen it comesto theinstallation of

flower beds. Asyou can see, the flowerbed isonly six
inches out and then it isin the way of the matrix. We
can promise the flower bed to be up to 18 inches, but we
will not beresponsibleif it hasto be removed for

inter ment.
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Theissue of shrubshasbeen a hot item. Asseen in this
photo, the shrub islocated almost two feet from the
base. Shrubs should abut the monument base. They
should not exceed the height of the monument.
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Thisisasinglegravelot in the new section. Asyou can
see, theareaisvery tight for space. NotetheV.A. stone
at thefoot of the grave. Most cemeteries chargefor this
installation. We do not.
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After we have measured our grave lot we probethe

ground to be surethereisno vault whereweintend to
dig.
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Thisgravesiteisbeing prepared for aburial. The
matrix isused to cut away the sod and for the backhoe
template. The sod is saved for re-use.
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The backhoeisbrought in across plywood so it does not
createrutson any of the existing plots. The equipment
setup isa careful maneuver with the lack of space
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between monuments. Thisrequiresagreat deal of skill
by the backhoe oper ator.

The staff acts as spottersfor the backhoe. Thedirt is
saved and piled on to sheets of plywood. Y ou can seethe
short distance between the monument and the hole.
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The graveis sguared off to accommodate the vault. This
isall completed by hand
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Oncethevault hasarrived it isinserted into the
gravesite. Compar e the vault to our matrix.
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With the vault installed, the crew drapesthe site with
thegreens. Thegraveislined so that no dirt will show.
The casket-lowering device isthen put into place.
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With the greens and devicein place, the crew now waits
for thefuneral. The greensand device will be removed
after internment. Forest Hill isone of the few cemeteries
in the state that provide the greens and device.
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Thefuneral isover and the crew hasfilled the sight. The
sod is put back, and with some assistance from Mother

Naturethe sod will turn green. From May 1, 2000 to
May 1, 2001, 53 vaults have been interred.
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In the past few years Cremations have increased at
Forest Hill. Thisphoto showsa cremation site. The site
Istwo feet deep and two foot wide. One single grave
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sight can accommodate up to six cremated urns. This
saves the bereaved money as well as assiststhe cemetery
authority with future space. From May 1, 2000 to M ay
1, 2001 therewere 31 cremationsinterred at Forest Hill

Cremationsaretreated in the sameregard as full vault
burials. The only exception isthe lowering deviceis not
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needed. The cemetery crew isalso responsible for
disinterment and internmentsthat don’t require
funerals. Last year we had three moves.

Thisdump truck bed hasthefill removed from one
gravesite. The photo shows large boulders and rock.
With ledge, clay, and water we can only burry five feet
deep. With rolling hillsand a high water table, this
makeswinter burialsvery difficult. On some occasions,
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we have had to cut through two to three feet of frost.
Dealing with ground conditions such astheseit is easy
to see why we do not bury one vault on top of another
or place vaultsin a standing position

With lessthan two acresleft of vacant space, we have
begun our search for expansion. We still have room to
accommodate our citizen needsfor the next two to three
years.
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It isour hopethat this photo esaay has glven insight as
towhat goeson hereat Forest Hill Cemetery. Weare
proud of our cemetery and we will continueto work to
preserve the dignity and peace that we are known for.
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